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CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


Man in 
late 90s 
is Texas’ 
1st death 


By Julian Gill 
and Nicole Hensley 
STAFF WRITERS 


The first coronavirus-related 
death in Texas was reported late 
Monday in Matagorda County. 

In a news release, the Matagor- 
da County Emergency Operation 
Center confirmed that a man in 
his late 90s died Sunday evening 
at Matagorda Regional Medical 
Center with “symptoms consis- 
tent with COVID-19.” 

Matagorda County spokesman 
Mitch Thames told the Houston 
Chronicle that the man, who was 
not named in the release, was 
tested while alive. The results 
came back positive on Monday, 
he said. 

The Houston Department of 
Health and Human Services noti- 

Death continues on A1o 


Trump: 

Limit size 
of groups 
to only 10 


By Katie Rogers 
and Emily Cochrane 
NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump, under pressure to 
take more significant steps to slow 
the spreading coronavirus, rec- 
ommended on Monday that 
Americans stop unnecessary trav- 
el and avoid bars, restaurants and 
groups of more than 10 people, as 
he warned that the outbreak 
could extend well into the sum- 
mer. 

The national guidelines, which 
also advise home-schooling and 
the curtailing of visits to nursing 
homes and long-term care facili- 
ties, are the most robust response 
so far from the Trump administra- 
tion. But the guidelines, which of- 
ficials described as a trial set, are 
not mandatory and fall short of a 
national quarantine and internal 
travel restrictions, which many 

Trump continues on A10 


Closures could mute 
city’s music scene 


Photos by Marie D. De Jesús / Staff photographer 
Mucky Duck co-owners Rusty and Teresa Andrews are hit particularly hard by the closures. 


‘THIS IS DEVASTATING’: Venues, Staff and artists facing long-term hit 


By Andrew Dansby 


STAFF WRITER 


Last weekend, Rusty 
Andrews sat on a rocking 
chair outside McGonigel’s 
Mucky Duck as he’s done 
for nearly 30 years. 
Guests come to the Upper 
Kirby pub and songwrit- 
er’s haven to hear live mu- 
sic, so he checks their 
name off a list, takes them 
inside and shows them to 
their seats. 

Andrews noticed a 
truck parked across the 
street but didn’t think 


Goode C Co. goeree Brenda Hernandez 
takes a carry-out order to a customer. 


anything of it. When he 
took a guest inside, the 
driver jumped out and 
grabbed the Duck’s giant 
tub of hand sanitizer and 
drove off toward Kirby. 
“Can you believe it?” 
asked his wife and co- 
owner of the Duck, Teresa 
Andrews. “That wasn’t 
there for us, it was there 
for our guests. We’re do- 
ing our best here, but 
something like that ... ” 
The venue was taking 
all the steps it could to re- 
main open as the corona- 
Venues continues on A9 


Hidalgo, 
Turner 
order 
bars to 
shutter 


‘FLATTEN THE CURVE’: 
Restaurants to serve 
takeout, delivery only 


By Zach Despart, Jasper 
Scherer and Mike Morris 
STAFF WRITERS 


Harris County Judge Lina Hidal- 
go and Mayor Sylvester Turner on 
Monday ordered all bars and clubs 
countywide to close for 15 days, 
the most drastic step local officials 
have taken to slow the spread of 
the new coronavirus. 

The order, which takes effect at 
8 a.m. Tuesday, also limits restau- 
rants to takeout and delivery or- 
ders. City and county leaders ac- 
knowledged the edict could force 
restaurateurs out of business and 
cost waitstaff, cooks and bartend- 
ers their jobs, but said that dread- 
ful outcome is better than an out- 
break in which local hospitals are 
overrun. 

While Turner insisted the clo- 
sures are not akin to a lockdown, 
Hidalgo urged residents to avoid 
any unnecessary contact with oth- 
er people, effectively signaling a 
temporary end to public life for 
the county’s 4.7 million residents. 
She said the Houston area is at a 
pivotal moment in determining 
the path of the virus. 

“The decisions we make, and 
you make, to go out in groups or to 
stay home will very much deter- 
mine whether people live or die,” 

Closures continues on A9 


Area counties with coronavirus cases 


“” Sources: Houston, Harris, Fort Bend, Brazoria, 
Montgomery and Galveston County health agencies 
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Infection rate is ‘only curve that matters’ for economy 


BAD DAY FOR MARKETS: 
Rout indicates the Fed 
is running out of tools 


By Erin Douglas 
STAFF WRITER 


The Federal Reserve moved 
boldly on Sunday to try to contain 
the economic damage from the co- 
ronavirus pandemic, slashing its 
benchmark interest rate to near ze- 
roand pledging to buy $700 billion 
in Treasury and mortgage-backed 


securities in an emergency action 
aimed at driving down long-term 
rates and calming jittery markets. 
The dramatic action, a signal 
that the economy needs crisis-re- 
sponse measures, sent stocks 
plunging Monday in the worst rout 
since the 1987 market crash. The 
Dow Jones Industrial Average lost 
nearly 3,000 points, or 13 percent, 
while the broad S&P 500 and tech- 
nology-heavy Nasaq Composite 
sustained similar losses, each 
shedding about 12 percent. Oil fell 
10 percent to settle at $28.70 a bar- 


Wild ride 


Stock markets had one of their worst 
days ever on Monday. 
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rel, the lowest since the bottom of 
the last oil bust in early 2016. 

The historic rout, analysts said, 
was driven by investors’ anxieties 
that the lower interest rates — even 
near zero — would not have much 
impact on the deepening econom- 
ic damage caused by the coronavi- 
rus pandemic and worries that the 
Fed has few other tools left should 
economic conditions worsen. The 
new coronavirus causes a disease 
called COVID-19, which has infec- 
ted more than 4,660 in the United 
States and killed at least 85, accord- 


ing to Johns Hopkins University. 
The university reports 85 cases of 
COVID-19 in Texas. 

“If quarantine measures mean 
that the larger part of the economy 
is shut down,” said Jacob Kirke- 
gaard, a senior fellow at the Peter- 
son Institute for International Eco- 
nomics, a nonpartisan economic 
policy research group in Washing- 
ton, “does it really matter that the 
interest rate is now a percentage 
point lower? No.” 

The U.S. and global economies 

Economy continues on A8 
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